One of the most outstanding writers on black
history. Born in Trinidad, CLR James was a tireless

Muhammad Ali has become more than just one of
the greatest sportsmen who have ever lived. He

Became the first black president of a fully
representative democracy in South Africa in 1994.

CLR James Muhammad Ali = Nelson Mandela Barack Obama
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After securing the Democratic nomination in August
2008, Barack Obama is the first black person to gain

fighter against racism. His key passions were
politics and cricket. His book The Black Jacobins,
g which tells the story of the successful slave
= revolt led by Toussaint L'Ouverture, has inspired
g generations. James was friends with some of the
= giants of the 20th century: Paul Robeson, George
g Padmore, Kwame Nkrumah and Richard Wright,
¢ to name but a few. There is a library that bears his

= name in Hackney, London.

was three times world heavyweight champion, but
_ his eloquence, his opposition to the war in Vietnam
g for which he was stripped of his world title and
= threatened with jail, his refusal to accept racism,
E and his conversion to Islam (he joined the Nation
= of Islam and was friends for a time with Malcolm X)
i have made him an icon the world over. Ali subverted
the idea that black athletes should be both quiet
Z and submissive.

As a young lawyer he led opposition to apartheid.
His African National Congress movement abandoned
pacificism following the brutal massacre of
69 peaceful demonstrators at Sharpeville in 1960. He
was put on trial and made an inspirational speech from
the dock. He spent 27 years in prison but emerged

g unbowed in 1990, to worldwide acclaim. He refused

2 to seek revenge against the white population, and

& became a symbol of reconciliation between the races.

a major party's backing for the American presidency.
A graduate of Harvard Law School, he was the first
black president of the prestigious Harvard Law
review. As a lawyer he was a community organiser
in disadvantaged areas in Chicago. He was elected
to the US Senate in 2004 (only the third African
American since reconstruction). He came to public
notice the same year, after a keynote address at his
= party's convention.
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gain their independence after a
long struggle.
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elected to parliament, all Labour candidates.
Grant (pictured far right) had
been leader of Haringey council
in north London, and had gained
national attention in 1985 when
he reported that young people on
the local Broadwater Farm council
estate thought they had given the

struggle. He later became the first
black member of the cabinet, as chief
4 secretary to the Treasury, and in
" 2005 was appointed Britain's high
commissioner to South Africa.

He was followed into Cabinet
by Baroness (Valerie) Amos,
who served as international
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Abbott (pictured left) was
Britain's first black woman MP. Vaz,
a solicitor, later became a minister
for Europe. Boateng, who had made
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